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Shirley Small
Educator, Toronto, Cancada
Fsmeralda M, A. Thornhill

Balhousie University

MNarth of the Canada-11.8. border. conditions, attitudes, and behaviors toward
Blacks practiced durimg the tume of slavery have continued sometimes in
crude displays of racism, sometimes in more subtle forms. No Black is
exempt—male or female, adult or child. Advocacy is unavoidabl ;?E(EQMWL
interventions are necessary. This exposé deals with the little-known story of
Black women challenging the Canadian system in an ongoing bid for quality
life for themselves and their families. This valiant, ongoing encounter can

Iy result in some modifications favorable to an improved quality of life for
Canadian Blacks. In essence, Harambece opens a window on Black women
organizing in Quebec under the aegis of the Congress of Black Women
of Canada—a vibrant national organization intent on changing behaviors,
perceptions, policies, and practice across the Canadian social, political, and
cconomic landscape.

Keywords:  Black women; Canadian Black women; Black women’s organi-
zations; Quebec Black women: Congress of Black Women of
Canada (CBWC); Black women's history in Canada

comprehensive record of the tradition of Black women organizing and
strategizing in Canada, particularly in Quebec, is sadly Tacking. The
little-known reality is that for many years Black women have been very busy
doing just that, continuously and untiringly organizing: The information

Anthors” Note: The dtle “Harambec,” minted by Shirdey Small, is a coinage that locates
Harambee, the African principle of self-help, in a specific geographic area, the lives of Black
women and their families in Quebse, Canada. This word is mmid {o connole’ the ethos of
African-descended women as they struggle to emerge from various burdensome controls and

barriers they and their families encounter datly,
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Nations World Conference for Women in Nairobi and in Curacao al the Caribbean Women
Writers” Conference. A former executive member of the Montreal Regional Commitiee of the

ess of Black Women of Canada, she now makes her home in Toronto.

Cong

Esmeralda M. A. Thornhill was a 2006-2007 Canada-U.5. Fulbright Visiting Scholar in res-
idence at Temple University’s Department of African American Studies, Thornhill is guest edi-
tor of “Blacks in Canada: Retrospects, Introspects, Prospects.” A lawyer; Hnguist, lecturer,
educator, writer, and seasoned human rights advocate, she is full professor of law at Dalbousic
University n Nova Scotia, where from 1996-2002 she was the st scholar appointed to
anchor the distinguished James Bobinson Johnston Endowed Chair in Black Canadian Studies,
a national iniliative “established 1o bring Black culture, veality, perspectives, expericnces, and

concerns into the Academy.” Professor Thorphill s also 2 founding member and past national
president of the Congress of Black Women of Canada,




